
JULY 22, 2019 

ONTARIO TOWN BOARD MEETING & PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

A regular meeting of the Ontario Town Board was called to order by Supervisor Frank Robusto at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Ontario Town Hall. Present were Supervisor Robusto, Council members: Scott TeWinkle, Joseph Catalano, 

Richard Leszyk, Jeremy Eaton, Director of Parks and Recreation William Riddell, Water Superintendent Adam 

Cummings, Attorney Richard Williams and Town Clerk Debra DeMinck. 
 
22 residents and visitors were present at portions of the meeting 

 

Mr. Catalano led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
Revisions to the Agenda - A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to approve the 

agenda as presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

A legal notice of Public Hearing for the NYS Office of Community Renewal Grant Program to discuss 

Intergrow East, Inc. was published in the Times of Wayne County on July 7, 2019, The Sun & Record/Wayne 

County Mail on July 11, 2019 and on the Town Clerks signboard and website on July 5, 2019. 

 

Mr. Riddell gave a brief overview of the project and why a public hearing was necessary. The purpose of the 

hearing is to receive citizen views regarding any aspect of the project’s implementation including, but not 

limited to, any construction, financing and employment opportunities resulting from the project. The Town 

acted as a pass through for the $734,000 grant money that was used to buy equipment.  

Attorney Richard Williams stated this is a technicality as the funds have already been received. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Leszyk, to open the Public Hearing at 7:04 p.m. 

 

Mr. Switzer stated it was great for our town and they should consider the extension of Lincoln Road to their 

facility as there is a right of way there. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to close the Public Hearing at 7:06 p.m. 

 

A legal notice of Public Hearing for the Ginna PILOT and agreement as published in the Times of Wayne 

County on July 14, 2019 and in the Sun & Record/Wayne County Mail on July 18, 2019 and on the Town 

Clerks signboard and website on July 9, 2019. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to open the Public Hearing at 7:07 p.m. 

 

An overview of the PILOT agreement was given in a power point presentation from Attorney Katherine Gavett. 
 
Supervisor Robusto asked for public comment. 

 

Mr. Switzer asked when the current license expires.  

What happens if Exelon sells its shares.  

Which Town Officials represented him in the negotiations and the Fire District wasn’t consulted and they 

should have been. 

He feels a ten (10) year agreement is too long and five (5) years would be plenty. 

He asked if there is a written plan to replace this diminishing tax base. 

Mr. Robusto acknowledged that these were all good questions and the board is working on a plan. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to close the public hearing at 7:27 p.m.  
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A legal notice of Public Hearing on the Dissolution of Lighting District #1 was published in the Times of 

Wayne County on July 7, 2019, the Sun & Record/Wayne County Mail on July 11, 2019 and on the Town 

Clerks signboard and website on July 5, 2019. 

 

Attorney Williams gave an overview of the Lighting District and its dissolution. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Leszyk, to open the public hearing at 7:29 p.m 

 

Supervisor Robusto asked for public comments. 

 

Joann Pagano asked if the Town was going to take advantage of the new solar farm on Furnace Road. 

It was explained that community members can opt in, it is private, not public. 

Approval for the new solar farm has not been granted yet. 

 

Supervisor Robusto explained this was just street lights around the business district. Dissolving District #1 will 

mean the town will have one district instead of two. 

 

Mr. Switzer stated there were no lights on 104 and street lights are being maintained by the general fund. 

 

The whole town will now pay for all the street lights except for separate lighting districts. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to close the public hearing at 7:36 p.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes of Prior Meeting(s) – A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr.TeWinkle, to 

approve the minutes of the July 8, 2019 meeting as presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Catalano, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to amend the minutes of July 15th to add 

$5,600 a month from August 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019 for the EFPR Solutions agreement and 

annual support of $28,000. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

New Business – A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to adopt the following: 
 

THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW 
NO. 5 of 2019: NUCLEAR POWERED ELECTRICAL 

GENERATING FACILITIES EXEMPTION FROM 
TAXATION, SPECIAL AD VALOREM LEVIES 

AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 
 
WHEREAS, true and correct copies of proposed Local Law No. 5 of 2019: Nuclear Powered Electrical 

Generating Facilities Exemption From Taxation, Special Ad Valorem Levies and Special Assessments, were placed upon 

the desks of all members of the Town Board of the Town of Ontario, New York, more than seven (7) calendar days, 

exclusive of a Sunday, prior to the date of the within Resolution; and  
WHEREAS, Notice of a Public Hearing on the Local Law was published in “The Sun and Record/Wayne County 

Mail” on July 18, 2019 and the “Times of Wayne County” on July 14, 2019; and the Town Clerk also caused a copy of 

such Notice to be posted on the sign board of the Town maintained pursuant to Town Law §30(6) on July 9, 2019; and  
WHEREAS, a public hearing was duly held on the Local Law on July 22, 2019 at 7:00 PM before the Town 

Board at the Ontario Town Hall, and all persons desiring to speak were heard; and  
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED, that Local Law No. 5 of 2019: Nuclear Powered Electrical 

Generating Facilities Exemption From Taxation, Special Ad Valorem Levies and Special Assessments, be and is hereby 

adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Ontario, New York, to read as annexed hereto; and it is  
FURTHER RESOLVED, that within twenty (20) days subsequent to the date of this Resolution, there shall be 

filed with the Secretary of State one (1) certified copy of said Local Law No. 5 of 2019; and it is  
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FURTHER RESOLVED, that within thirty (30) days subsequent to the date of this Resolution, there shall be 

filed with the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance one (1) certified copy of said Local Law No. 5 of 

2019. 5 Ayes 0 Nays RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to adopt the following: 
 

The Payment in Lieu of Taxes Agreement 

With R.E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant, LLC 

   

         WHEREAS, the Town Board, on July 22, 2019, adopted Local Law #5 of 2019, granting Nuclear Powered 

Electrical Generating Facilities an exemption from taxation, special ad valorem levies and special assessments, which 

such exemption is applicable to the R.E Ginna Nuclear Power Plant; and  

WHEREAS, a proposed Payment in Lieu of Taxes Agreement, between and among R.E. Ginna Nuclear Power 

Plant, LLC; the Town of Ontario; the Wayne County Central School District; and the County of Wayne has been prepared 

and has been carefully reviewed by the Town Board members; and   

WHEREAS, the Board has held a Public Hearing on the aforesaid proposed Agreement, providing an opportunity 

for all concerned to comment on such proposed Agreement and has given this matter due deliberation and consideration  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approves and authorizes the Town Supervisor to execute the proposed 

Payment in Lieu of Taxes Agreement with R.E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant, LLC, attached hereto; and be it  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that that within thirty (30) days subsequent to the execution of said Agreement, there 

shall be filed with the New York State Board of Real Property Tax services one (1) copy of said Agreement. 5 Ayes 0 

Nays RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to adopt the following: 
 

In the Matter of the Dissolution of the 

“Ontario Lighting District 1” 

   

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has, in accordance with the provisions of Article 17-A of the New York General Municipal 

Law, received and carefully reviewed a proposed “Plan of Dissolution” of the “Ontario Lighting District 1”, dated May 

20, 2019; and  

WHEREAS, it appears to the satisfaction of the Board that the aforesaid Lighting District results in an 

inappropriate cost to the owners of the properties located within such Lighting District and that the cost of maintenance 

and power consumption for the street lights within such Lighting District are more appropriately a General Fund expense 

to be shared by all of the tax payers of the Town of Ontario; and  

WHEREAS, a Resolution was duly adopted by the Town Board on the 28th day of May, 2019, for the hearing of 

all persons interested in the matter to be held on the 22nd day of July, 2019, at 7:00 o’clock P.M., Local Time, at the 

Town Hall, 1850 Ridge Road, Town of Ontario, New York; and  

WHEREAS, due proof of publication and posting of the said Notice has been duly filed with the Clerk of the said 

Town Board; and  

WHEREAS, the Hearing required by the said Resolution has been duly held, and it appears to the satisfaction of 

the Board that the proposed Dissolution of Ontario Lighting District 1 is fair, reasonable and in the best interests of the 

Town;  

NOW, ON MOTION duly made and seconded, it is   

RESOLVED, that “Ontario Lighting District 1” be and it is hereby Dissolved, effective January 1, 2020 and in 

accordance with the Plan of Dissolution, as aforesaid. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION ADOPTED 
 
 

 

 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to authorize the agreement between the Town 

of Ontairo and the Wayne Central School District regarding collection of school taxes and to name Debra 

DeMinck as school tax collector for 2019. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 



  Page 4 

  07/22/19 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to adopt the following resolution: 
 

In the Matter of Water Quality Improvements Project (WQIP) 

Wastewater Treatment Improvements – TM# 63119-00-587374 

SR- Zoning District 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Ontario, Wayne County (“Town Board”), supports the submission 

of a 2019 Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) on behalf of the Town, for the Water Quality Improvement Project 

(WQIP) program for upgrades to the wastewater treatment facility; and  

WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) provides a competitive 

statewide reimbursement grant program for local governments, administered to directly address documented water quality 

impairments; and  

WHEREAS, findings in the preliminary engineering study recommended a variety of necessary improvements to 

the Waste Water Treatment Plant; and  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, it is anticipated that the Town Board, on behalf of the Town, will 

complete the necessary actions to authorize expenditures for the proposed project, and hereby authorizes Town Supervisor 

Frank Robusto to execute necessary documents relative to and as required for the application; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Board does hereby accept that they shall provide at least 40% match 

of the total of any grant funding awarded as a local match in the form of in-kind services or cash contributions hereby 

appropriated and obligated from Sewer Funds and/or Fund Balances for Sewer Benefit Improvement Areas No. 1 and 2; 

and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board recognizes and fully supports the submission of the 2019 

CFA for WQIP on behalf of the Town for improvements to the wastewater treatment plant. 5 Ayes 0 Nays 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to adopt the following SEQRA resolution: 

 

In the Matter of Water Quality Improvements Project (WQIP) 

Wastewater Treatment Improvements – TM# 63119-00-587374 

SR- Zoning District 

  

 WHEREAS, the Town of Ontario Town Board (“Town Board”) is considering improvements to the existing Wastewater 

Treatment Plant (WWTP) located at 2200 Lake Road with the installation of a new influent screening facility, a permeate 

pump building and electrical control room, and associated forcemain improvements greatly improving the functionally as 

well as efficiency of the overall WWTP;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Town Board does hereby classify the above referenced 

Action to be a Type II Action under Section 617.5 (c) of the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Regulations; 

and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, Type II Actions are not subject to further review under Part 617 of the 

SEQR Regulations; and  

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that, the Town Board in making this classification has satisfied the procedural 

requirements under SEQR and directs this Resolution to be placed in the file on this Action.  

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to adopt the following: 

 

In the Matter of Water Quality Improvements Project (WQIP) 

Ultra Violet (UV) Disinfection System – TM# 63119-00-587374 

SR- Zoning District 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Ontario, Wayne County (“Town Board”), supports the submission of a 

2019 Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) on behalf of the Town, for the Water Quality Improvement Project 

(WQIP) program, for upgrades directly to the disinfection process at the wastewater treatment facility; and  

WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) provides a competitive 

statewide reimbursement grant program for local governments, administered to directly address documented water quality 

impairments; and  
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WHEREAS, the Town has been notified by the DEC of upcoming modifications to their State Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) permit, requiring them to provide effluent disinfection at the wastewater 

treatment facility; and  

WHEREAS, findings in the preliminary engineering study recommended improvements to the WWTP including 

installation of an ultraviolet disinfection system into existing infrastructure at the wastewater treatment facility, greatly 

improving the quality of effluent discharged into the receiving stream;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, it is anticipated that the Town Board, on behalf of the Town, will 

complete the necessary actions to authorize expenditures for the proposed project, and hereby authorizes Town Supervisor 

Frank Robusto to execute necessary documents relative to and as required for the application; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Board does hereby accept that they shall provide at least 25% match 

of the total of any grant funding awarded as a local match in the form of in-kind services or cash contributions hereby 

appropriated and obligated Sewer Funds and/or Fund Balances for Sewer Benefit Improvement Areas No. 1 and 2; and  

           BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board, recognizes and fully supports the submission of the 2019 

CFA for WQIP on behalf of the Town for improvements to the wastewater treatment facility. 5 Ayes 0 Nays 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to adopt the following SEQRA resolution: 
 

In the Matter of Water Quality Improvements Project (WQIP) 

Ultra Violet (UV) Disinfection System – TM# 63119-00-587374 

SR- Zoning District 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Ontario Town Board (“Town Board”) is considering improvements to the existing 

Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) located at 2200 Lake Road with the installation of a new Ultra Violet (UV) 

Disinfection System and associated improvements greatly improving the functionally as well as efficiency of the overall 

WWTP;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Town Board does hereby classify the above referenced 

Action to be a Type II Action under Section 617.5 (c) of the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Regulations; 

and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, Type II Actions are not subject to further review under Part 617 of the 

SEQR Regulations; and  

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that, the Town Board in making this classification has satisfied the procedural 

requirements under SEQR and directs this Resolution to be placed in the file on this Action. 5 Ayes 0 Nays 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to accept the Superintendent of Water 

Utilities June water report as presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to accept the June watershed report as 

presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Public Comment – General comments about watershed were received. 

Supervisor Robusto stated watershed has been a challenge for many years and the board is in the process of 

discussing this issue. 

 

Board reports –  Mr. Catalano asked if  the board was supposed to take action at workshop meetings. He heard 

they weren’t supposed to. 

Attorney Williams stated a meeting is a meeting and he didn’t feel that was the case. 

 

Mr. TeWinkle has been in conversation with Mr. Cummings regarding IT. Mr. TeWinkle feels the town needs 

someone on staff to handle the day to day. 

Mr. Catalano also stated that the company hired to fix the towns books needs remote access and they are 

beginning August 1, 2019. 
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Mr. Eaton stated the Adhoc committee meeting being held on Tueday, July 23rd at the post office has changed 

time from 7 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

He also feels it is imperative to meet with the present Accounting staff before the work starts to alleviate their 

concerns. 

Also Ginna Community night is August 6th and the town will have a table there with information. 

 

Mr. Robusto stated there was a water leak on Ontario Center Road Saturday morning at 5:30 a.m. A 16 inch 

pipe broke. Mr. Cummings explained the process on how it was replaced. 

 

Approval of Claims – A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to approve the 

abstract of claims for July 22, 2019 including vouchers #1708 through #1825 (1723, 1724, 1765 and 1792 

used by the Business Office, #1750 pulled) with a grand total of $138,619.92 and to authorize the 

Supervisor to issue payments for same. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Executive Session – A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to move into an executive 

session at 8:47 p.m. on a personnel matter leading to said dismissal, removal, promotion, appointment, 

employment, discipline, demotion or suspension of a particular person. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION 

CARRIED 

 

Reconvene – 9:35 p.m. 

 

Adjourn – A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to adjourn at 9:36 p.m. 5 Ayes 

0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

                                                                     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

         Debra DeMinck 

                                                                    Ontario Town Clerk 

 

 The above minutes will become official upon approval of the town board. 


